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Three years in the making, the Distance Student Tracker (DST) is a sophisticated, online data 
system that includes tools to calculate proxy contact hours for ten commonly used ABE, GED, 
and ESL curricula.  The DST also contains fields for demographic and test information required 
by the NRS.  The system contains more than 18,000 lines of code and includes tailored data 
entry fields and validation checks to ensure data collected are accurate and appropriate.  

The data displays in the DST provide detailed and summary information that make it easy for a 
teacher to support a class of learners where every student may be at a different place in his/her 
studies. 

Subscribers to the DST receive personal training and ongoing assistance from a data specialist at 
the Project IDEAL Support Center.  The specialist trains all the teachers in a state's distance 
program and continually monitors their records.  If it appears that a teacher is having difficulty, 
the specialist contacts the teacher and provides assistance.  

The DST generates monthly summary reports on enrollment, accumulated proxy contact hours, 
time in program, and educational achievement for every distance student.  Organized by center 
and teachers within centers, these reports can help a distance education manager identify teachers 
or programs experiencing difficulty and provide them with technical assistance in a timely 
fashion.  At the end of each school year, the DST generates summary reports covering all aspects 
of a state’s distance education program, including summary data for NRS Tables 4c and 5a.   

For further information, contact the Project IDEAL Support Center: projectideal@umich.edu 


